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Overqualified

“You're vastly overqualified” It didn’t sound like a
compliment. His tie was the color of kidneys.

I smiled demurely. The lenses of his glasses were tinted
pink. He was the only thing standing between me and my
immediate needs. “I have a theory about that,” I said.

“Really”

“It’s like how unfair it is when someone tells you that they
aren’t good enough for you. As if you don’t get a vote, as if one
person can really say who’s good enough for someone else.”

“You lost me at someone.” This didn’t sound droll.

“At least give me a typing test or quiz me on the advanced
features of Excel” I considered groveling. I need a job, benefits, a
car, a new coffeemaker. So what if I have a shiny new Master’s degree in
European history. There isn’t a spreadsheet I can’t wrangle! I turn out

flawless documents! But watching him purse his thin beige lips, I
knew I didn’t have it in me.

“I'm sorry.” He was talking at my forchead. “I just don’t see
this being a good fit.” His stomach growled. Sorry my ass.

“But you called me in for an interview, right?”

“Idid”

“So for at least three minutes yesterday, you thought I
might be a good fit.”
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conversation—a promise betrayed by the seemingly inevitable
last-minute babysitter cancellation or spousal emergency
(generally surgical or litigious)—and the baby is part of the
festivities after all.

“Here you go!”

The mother is holding the baby at the waist. Claire pastes
on a smile and accepts the baby. She has no choice but to grab it
beneath its arms. Her thumbs feel huge in those small hollows.

Usually she doesn’t focus on the drooling face, the cartoon-
wide eyes, the cowlicks and multiple chins. Babies are too
much like caricatures to hold her attention. But this one
reaches out to her, tips up its wide-open face, cheerful as a
daisy, as if expecting something from her. So she looks.

Its cheeks are round and blushed and delicate as a bone
china teacup. Its skin is plush and nibbleable. A dumpling—
she understands the endearment now. The baby is a fat, pink,
dimpled dumpling. Claire doesn’t know its age or name
or gender. While these facts had been dispersed, no doubt
accompanied by details regarding developmental benchmarks,
percentiles, and sleeping and defacatory habits, she’d been
redecorating her hostess’s living room. The architecture is
modern but the sofa and chairs are bungalow-plump and the

bulky side tables might be grandma’s hand-me-downs. The
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security. Perhaps he was stuck, afraid to decide his own fate
and afraid to let it be decided. Perhaps he still thought he was
in charge. The quarter grew hot in the cup of my hand. I knew
things.

To assemble:
1. Fold each sheet in half horizontally.

2. Stack pages with color bars facing forward; purple dots in front; yellow
squiggly in back.

3. Fold in half vertically. \_/v

4. Crease emphatically.

5. Bind with staples.
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